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THE VAAGSO ATTACK 


Before dawn on the 27th of December, 1941, the Commandos struck. There were 825 of 
them and 51 officers. They arrived in two infantry assault ships, the Prince Charles and the 
Prince Leopold, escorted by the cruiser, Kenya, and four destroyers, and their target was the 
Norwegian port, Vaagso, and anything near to it that could be of use to the Germans. 

R.A.F. Hampden bombers dropped flares and laid smokescreens as the Commandos 
stormed ashore, Tommy guns chattered; explosions ripped the icy air; flames lit the sky. 
Factories, arms dumps, oil installations were destroyed. Gallantly the Germans fought back, 
but the Commandos were not to be denied, 

In South Vaagso, Captain Algy Forrester fought his own brand of total war, firing his 
‘Tommy gun one handed while grenading enemy-held buildings with the other. 

The Navy, too, was busy. Coastal guns were destroyed, armed trawlers, an armed 
tugboat and several merchantmen were sunk. 

By early afternoon, the work of destruction completed, the Commandos were back on 
their assault ships and heading for Scotland. They had proved to the world that the 
seemingly invincible Germans could be beaten. 
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